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Haines Presbyterian Church 
Haines Alaska 
Sept 30, 1959 > 
ANNUAL NARRATIVE REPORT "HERITAGE AND HORIZONS" 


Summary: '‘Horizond at present are pretty much fogged in, like the horizons 
in Southeast Alaska. Haines has no immediate foreseeable prospect of growth, 


either in economy or population. We must concentrate epening rather than 
Widening t rogran of the church here. 


4, The Area: Popylation remains static, with a slight upward trend in the 
school enrolment figures (largely due to the higher percentage of 
high school pupils remaAning in school for the full four years). 
Economy of the community is average to poor, There were no major 
construction projects hiring local people during 1959. Fishing was 
only average this season. Only tourism showed an upturn, refledting 
the Statehood interest. Prospectd for the immediate future are not 
bright: no industrial development seems Slated fa the area, and the 
State ferry system will not be in operation within the next year or two 
at best. 


2. The Chyrch and its program: Membership for 1959 reflects the static 
comunity, gains and losses about balancing. it is early to estimate 
average church attendance for the year, though it has remained high. 

The Christian Education program has advanced, first through the contin- 
uing functioning of the C.E.Comittee, ani second through the impetus 
given by the Alaska Leadership School here in May. Youth work remains a 
major interest and opportunity, though this fall it seems to have suf- 
fered slightly from the community's reaction to the troubles at Haines 
House. Women's Work advances this fall, with the organization of a third 
circle in the Association. In the Music department, a high standard d@ 
performance was maintained, perhaps climaxed by the presentation of the 
Brahms 'Regniem' last spring. General Mission giving remains high, ard 
though the self-allocated goal was raised this year to $1700, there will 
pe no difficulty in attaining it, evan though the amounts given to Rainbow 
Glacier Camp cannot be officially credited, due to Synod's failure to 
approve the cause. Chyrch properties are still in process of improving. 
New furnaces in Rec Hall and Manse, and a new roof on the Manse represent 
major accomplishments by the end of 1959. Exberior painting will probably 
be the next project on the ‘horizon’. | 


3, Special accomplishments in 1959: a) Mrs, Swanson's six-week visit this 
spring sparked the newly organized C.E.Committee into real action, am 
gave a lift to the whohe program. b) The Leadership School in May had 
a real effect on the whole community as well as the church, and stirred 
some interest in making Haines a center for small conventions and con- 
ferences. ¢) Operation George, our Session's commitment to the capital 


improvements program at Rainbow Glacier Camp, enlisted the help of most of 
the community this summer, and especially after the fire at Bromley Hall. 
d) Hartmanns took three weeks of vacation this year. 


4. Program appraisal and proposal: The S & P 'Program Appraisal and Proposal' 
was the basis for the annual Planning Conference again this year, The officers 
listed the following as the most Significant advames during the past 5 years: 
Choir program extended to all ages 
Women's Association program am formation of circles 
Increased participation of laymen, including C.£.Committee, Session, 
and Operation George, 
The following areas are those in which greater accomplishment is desired in the 
next five years: : 
Replacing or improving church plant 
Evangelism committee, lay visitation, and improved friendliness 
in church congregation 
Recrniting of teachers, officers, sand workers. 


Major areas for action, in the opinion of the planners, lie in Evangelism 

(lay visitation, frie ndship sponsorships, before-and-after-church greeters, etc.) 
and challenging our youth for Church Vocations (none in the history of this 
church), Other plans for the coming year include training of ushers; first 

steps toward incorporation; specific budget planning for a larger mesic budget 
and scholarships for leadership training; extending missionary interest wider 
into congregation; reorganization of Youth Budget; greater use of Presbyterian 
Life, Today, and Prayer Yearbook; and continuing emphasis on Christian Education. 
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Annual Narrative----I959 


Reve Jd harl Jackmgn, D.D. 
Department of Work in Alaska, 
I56 Fifth Avenue, 

New York, N.Y. 


Dear Dr. Jackman, 


Our year began in the Night Watch service which was held on the last day of the 
year 1958. The service usually begins at 10:30 P.M. and it lasts until shortly 
after midnight. At this service we gave an alter call and several people came foward 
to give themselves anew to Christ. There were seventy four people in the service. 


On the first Sunday in January we held our Annual Congregational meeting, at which 
time we again elected the various officers of the church. The reports of the va= 


rious offices were also given. Othér buisness of the church were brought before the 
congregation gnd acted upon. 


The World's Day of prayer was observed. The Women of the church sponsored the service, 
It was a combined service in which women of other churches participated. We still 
have four churches in the community namely; Presbyterian Church, Greek Orthodox 
Church, Pentecostal Church and Bhe Salvation Army. 


Ye observed the Easter season with a full program. At the Morning worship service 
we had an attendance of 152. At the evening worship in which the choir presented 
the Easter Cantata "Life Everlasting" we had a record attendance of 260. This year 
we had thirty voices in the choir. In the Junior choir we had I2.This was a great 
blessing to the community. 


Mother's Day was also observed. Again the Women of the church sponsored the Mother's 
Day service. Women of other churches took part in it. Recognition awards were given t 
to some of the deserving mothers. Carnations were worn by all who attehded. 


The local Public school yegr ends about the 20th of Maye Our church makes plans 

each year to have a program for the youth of the church and the community. We do not 
have High school here at Hoonah. We still haveto send the children to High Schools 
in other communities. This is not a very good practice, but at the present time, the 
local people have no other alternative. If we had high school it would help to en= 
large the program of the church. 


The Annual Sunday school picnic was held soon after the school ending. This year 
we had sixty five children including parents. We try to make this an annual affair 
to which we invite the parents and others who wish to attend. 


The Vacation Ohurch School was held the early part of July. The enrollemt this year 
“was ninety two with an average attendance of fifty nine. This is the largest VCS 
attendance ever since we arrived at Hoonah, We had six acherse Three from the 48 


states and three from Hoonghs The teachers were very good and likeble,. 


We sent two girls to the Rainbow Glacier Camp this year. They went on scholorship, 
fe a aol a ee ee ee : 
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irs. Johnson and I had our vacation right around Hoonah during the month of 
August 50 we were able to hold Morning Worship services every Sunday Morning. 
Je also held Sunday school every Sunday. 


Aa of September Ist. we were back on the feild to resume our work. It is 
impossible to have all the church activities unitl the people get more or less 
settled near the end of October. Even then we find it hard to have a full program 


until during the month of November. People here still earn their living during the 
summer months, 


Qur two children Dolores and Arthur Junior ere both living in Seattle. Dolores is 
married there. She now has three children: Lonna two years old, the twins who 
arrivedlast Christmas, Kyle and Ronelle. Arthur Junior is attending the Edison 
Tech in Seattle. 


My aged mother is still living. She has her own home at Kake, Alaska. Last fall 
she came to live with us. She stayed until the middle of Marche 


There is much to be done here at Hoonah. The people need to be encouraged along 
the lines of modern living. Next to the Native community of Metlakatla, Hoonah 
has better living conditions. It is due to the housing project which the Federal 
Government put in here after the town of Hoonah burned down some seventeen years 
acOe’’e have twenty four hour electricity and other facilities. The one thing that 
the people of Hoonah oucht to overcome is the practice of their tribal custom. It 


is causing a draw back. Liquor problem comes next in my estimation. 
C ce UEEEEEEEneeeanne nen ae 


We are doing all we can to make the people see that we now have to live the modern 
life. We will have to handle this with care lest weoffend someone. To offend some 
one oft times can cause us to lose them. This will take some time to correct. The 
Presbyterian church had been sending Missionaries here since the year I88I and it 

had not been corrected. All this handicaps the support of our church. I would 
venture to say that the coming generation will "see the Light." 


We need to have College educated Natives. Our church can give aid to promising boys 
and girls. When fifty percent of the Native people have college education ,then we 
will begin to have results. The Native people must be taught. The Church is doing 
what it can. Perhaps we are not doing enough. We must pray mores 


Most sincerely yours, 


awn 
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1954, NARRATIVE REPORT 


The Hydaburg Presbyterian Church 
Reve Paul A. Moyer 


The rains come and the rains go. And by the rains time 
is marked in Hydaburg. For the peoples lives in this isolated 
comunity oftimes seemf to be as monotomous as the rains. The 
endless round of day after day having nothing to do leads 
ultimately to selfish outlets of energy, such as drinking, 
gambling, or just plain laziness! And this seems especially to 
become the routine of the Winter time in Hydaburg, after the 
hunting is over and the wood is gathered. And still later as 
the mood of isolation clouds upon the spirit, the people become 
irritable, resentful and jealous. 

Looking back unon the past year, this seems to have been 
the special challenge of the Winter ministry of our Church. In 
the midst of the Christmas season and its message of 'Peace,! 
the com unity was criss-crossed with personal bickering and hurt 
feelings. We hope that the message of Christmas was especiaily 
pertinent under these circumstances. And yet it was with a bit 
of discouragement that we realized that it was into similar 
circumstances that the Christ was borne What progress has 
nineteen centuries brought? 

Our highlight of the New Year was the election and ordin- 
ation of Church Officers. We had two new elders elected, which 
has meant new outla@ok in the Session, Both of them were younger 
people, and for the first time a woman was elected as Elder. It 
was a special thrill to see her come forward for ordination, and 
to see her own father extend the 'rigkt hand of fellowship! to 
her, as she was welcomed into the Session. Both of our new 


elders have been faithful and active in the year. 
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In the Spring our one new Elder was elected to be our 
official representative at the Presbytery meeting in Skagway. 

His wife also attended the Presbyterial as President of the local 
Association. They were a good team, and made interesting reports 
on their return. The new Elder especially took great interest 

in the work of Presbytery, and was quite impressed with this 
phase of our Church's work. 

With the Springtime our young people began to grow in their 
interest in Camp. The three who attended th previous year brought 
back enthusiastic reports. And this year seven wanted to go. 
With the help of the Erie Presbytery project, we were able to 
pay two thirds of the way for all of them. Hach child paid one 
third himself. They made good campers, and came back again with 
énthusiasn. 

We, ourselves, enjoyed the camping program, too. Because 
of the shortage of ministers, and since we did not make it to 
Camp the year before, we remained for both theSenior Hi and the 
Junior Hi Camp in June. It was a tiring bur rewarding experience. 

Vacation Church School was a highlight again for the people 
here. The young people who came in as workers were a most helpful 
groupe It was a bit discouraging to see the Jily 4 celebration 
take precedence over our Bible School program. But there was a 
good group who remained faithful to the end. 

July brough the busy times of the Summer. The Fishing 
Beason started oft slow, and never did catch up. The general 
report seems to be poorer than ever, in spite of the new fish 
trap laws. It would seem as though there is something more basic 


than fish traps that is wrong with the Salmon run. 


a 
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Through August and September Dr and Mrs. Lester Evans 
guided the program of bhe Church here, with enthusiastic response 
from the peonle. Our ow travel to Pennsylvania was invigorating 
and challenging. We found an interested audience wherever we 
told the story of Alaska. And we told it many times to individuals 
and Church groupse Wherever we went we enlisted tne prayers of 
the Church for our people and for our work. May this be the 


source of our strength in theyear ahead. 


Nova 7 195y 


Memorial Presbyterian Church 
Kake, Alaska 


Annual Narrative Report: Heritage and Horizons 


Having served on the Kake mission field for only a few months 
it is difficult to give such a report as this. My understanding 
of the situation and needs is still in a formative period. 

Our main concern is for the people here, but this work can 
be carried on effectively only with the proper church plant. 

The sanctuary is foremost in importance and is an old building 
in need of repair. The sanctuary is used for at least three 
scheduled weekly services: Sunday morning, Sunday evening and 
Wednesday Prayer Service. It also is used for Sunday School 
Classes and Vacation Bible School. Our choir meets in the 
sanctuary for rehersals during the week, The most urgent need 
is to repair the church tower which leaks; this tower has never 
proved to be of satisfactory construction for this rainy climate. 
The sanctuary will need a new coat of white paint next summer, 

There is a Recreation Hall adjoining the sanctuary. This is 
used for Sunday School work, potluck suppers, Vacation Bible 
School, young people's work, young-adult work, rummage sales, etc. 
There is a small kitchen on the east side of the recreation hall. 
The Board of National Missions has supplied funds for linoleum 
tile for the recreation hall and kitchen and also funds for a 
window to be installed in the kitchen. This work remains to be 
completed. Lumber siding is needed to complete the outside east 
end of the recreation hall. 

The manse is a new building: a precut log type house. This 
replaced the one lost by fire. It is one story in construction 
having a small study, living room, dining room, kitchen, furnace 
and laundry room, three bedrooms and a bathroom. The heat is 
from an oil furnace(hot water type) which must have electricity 
to operate. During the spring, summer, and fall the town supply 
of electricity is supplied on a limited basis and thus we have no 
heat often from midnight until five in the evening. This is not 
a very healthy situation for a family in such a damp climate. We 
are requesting either a fireplace which would use some of the local 
wood for fuel or a small oil heater to be used during the power 
shutoff. The manse is used for many meetings: session, Women's 
Missionary Society, Sunday School Teachers, Youmg People, Prayer 
Meetings, ete., as well as counseling and entertaining. There are 
often visitors who stay at the manse: government workers, visiting 
hunters and fishermen, Vacation Bible School workers, etc. The 
new manse is very comfortable. Among the things needed to complete 
the structure is a back porch to protect the back door which allows 
the prevailing southeasterly winds to drive rain under the door 
and into the kitchen; this would also give additional storage space. 
A new washing machine is needed to replace the now wornout machine 
that was donated to the church at the time of the fire. The back 
yard has a low spot and is a continual small lake because of rain 
draining into it. This needs a drain and earth fill. The church 
and manse yards need landscaping and earth fill for a lawn, 

Our sanctuary is built on piling and almost enough gravel has 
been removed from beneath the building to allow the construction 
of a basement. This is needed so as to have several classrooms 
for the Church School. This would be most encouraging to teachers 
and students alike and help in our work. The basement would give 
proper space for the installation of a new furnace purchased by the 
Board. Money for the purchase of skirting lumber has been given 
by the Board. At present people hang clothes under the building 


to dry out of reach of the near-daily rainfall. A bathroom is 
needaifor church use; this could be placed in the proposed basement, 

In past years there has been a difficulty over church property 
boundaries. There are three families involved and they probably 
without understanding property laws moved onto church property. 

To settle this problem the property is to be divided among them 

and they will only have to pay the survey and recording fees on 

the deeds. One family will be required to move their home which 

is very close to the manse. However they will receive a very 

large lot which will more than meet their needs. Other people 

are requesting permission to move their homes on church property, 
but now there is a very limited amount and it is necessary to use 
all that remains. We believe a fence would answer the needs; 

to keep the property boundaries in view, to cut off a spur road that 
runs in front of the manse and church and prevents improvements 
(there is a street at the back which is better), to enableus to keep 
the area clean and improve the appearance with lawns, shrubs, flowes, 
and to give a supervised play area, and also to prevent dumping of 
refuse on the church premises. A fenes would not cut off the church 
area from use, but would enable having a much finer and neater area 
which should be looked to as God's House of Worship and as a place 
for activities, This would be an example of neatness and order 

for the people; this is needed. 

We are now working on a Young-Adult Program(Yees-Cah in Tlingit) 
and a Youth Program. Our Sunday School Work is very slow in 
developing, but it has had a rather irregular background. We have 
encouragment in finding more teachers, but we trust soon they will 
see the need for steady work. One great need is to build up year- 
round Christians who will attend Church throughout the year. Because 
of the nature of their work- fishing and hunting- it has been diffia lt 
for people to attend regular worship services. We are beginning a 
teachers! training class, Our Women's Missionary Society is activs 
but has need to develop a study program, A Communicants! Class 
must be developed more: we trust we will be supplied with a Communicants'! 
Class Kit. 

There are several local health problems. There is no nurse to 
serve in the new and modern nurse's clinic. A garbage disposal 
system is needed; improper dumping of garbage has given a habitat 
for a host of rats. Open sewers and contaminated water brings 
forth periodic sickness. 

Poor fishing has reduced yearly earnings drastically. New 
industries must be developed; lumbering and shrimp processing 
could answer the needs. Much food could be produced through 
family gardens, but presently most everyone tries to live in the 
one main community and this takes most of the cleared land, It is 
hoped gardening will receive its rightful place. 

A ninth grade is being taught this year and plans will lead 
toward a full four year high school in the near future. 

There are several needy families. Much can be dore to raise the 
standard of living. Larger and better constructed homes are needed 
by some. Proper utilization of the gifts God has in this area 
would benefit the people. 

It is hoped we shall gain a new outlook on Stewardship especially 
toward the mission call of Christ. It seems that often much has 
been received without due appreciation and respect. A program of 
elder districts and elder calling with the minister is being 
carried out, There are areas of special need such as helping 


the alcoholic or periodic drinker. 
This is only a partial report on our heritage and horizons due 


to my limited experience and understanding in this new field of work. 


NOV 1 0 1959 


Ze Meee Seay 


P. 


The annual narrative for the eae) wom was not sent 
because after only 34 months on the field I still did 
not know what could be written to cover the situation 


and its needs. 
Gea aed 


at 
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_ Annual Narrative ( 
_ Ketchikan Presbyterian Church | 
1959 

City: No new industry has come into Ketchikan but there seems to be a 


note of optimisn in the air. Union 0i1 Co. has put in over a million 
dollars expanding their tank farm, local money is putting up a new 
bowling alley, and at least six firms have either remodeled or moved 
into larger facilities. At the same‘time, however, one business has 


gone broke and three of the large apartment houses have gone back to 
F.H.A. via the auction block. | 


but_the local boats did well. Most boats caught between 9,000 and _ 
enO0O Fan Sed sie eb’ Use de i SO yuna red eee ata) hare aeecaee 
out it looks as if the policy on boats Wi é tougher and the canneries 
ending up with most of the boats. 


Church: Most people were quite discouraged that construction did not begin 
-on the new church this summer. Opposition to moving is at a minimum but 
so is energy for keeping this building in shape. 

The number of people supporting the church by their time and 
money continues to grow. Over fifty pledged to the church this ie 
and we should pick up. the $800 deficit we had on Jan. 1, 1959. ‘hurch 
attendance is up over last year and more and more of our people are 
buying their own homes. 

The program of the church is still weak in some areas but 
undergoing a change in thinking. The Women's Association was asked by 
the session to bring their program into line with United Presbyterian 
Women and they have rewritten their constitution. The choir has lost 
many members but is based on service now rather than trying to be a 
church within a church. The church school staff is ten strong and 
becoming better trained through regular teacher's meetings. However 
we are still quite dependent on transient people for teachers. The 
Youth Program is much stronger with the Jr. Hi W.F. going into its end 
year with a good core of young people and a second couple helping as 
advisors. A new Sr. High W.F. started this Fall with a good coupie as 
advisor and six regulars. Our youth work is somewhat hampered by our 
young people either having jail records or being the leaders in school 
and the two groups having little in common. 

Ourchurch officers continue to grow in ability and vision. For 
the first time_a stand was taken on the question of try and thyee 


men were asked to resi from their offices. We lost two from the 
“The step was hard for many to accept but the elders didn t back down a 
bit and many were related to those effected, The elders seem to feel 
that: what the church should be has been established in the minds of the 
“evangelism. this was behind bringing Presbytery here in Oct. and we 
have helped sponsor a city-wide religious survey to find out where our 
Presbyterians are located. 


\ 
Annual Narrative Report . 


( 
Metlakatla Presbyterian Church Metlakatla, Alaska 


Since our arrival here in June we have spent most of the time 
getting acquainted with the people both in the church and in the 
community as a whole, and observing things around us. Some time 
was also consumed in making the manse more comfortable. 

During the summer months practically all church activity stops. 
Most of the people are gone much of the time. We did have a good 
Vacation Church School because we had the assistance of three very 
capable young ladies from the “south forty-eight." But for the 
most part only the faithful few families continued to attend church 
or respond to any invitation to meetings. Our Sunday Church School 
went begging for teachers, and there were many weeks that I function- 
ed as preacher, teacher, superintendent and janitor. ' 

But with the coming of fall all activities in the church sprang 
suddenly to life. We have had very fine meetings of the Navigators 
(our young adult group), Women's group, Choir, Sunday Church School 
teachers and Senior High and Junior High Fellowship. Late in Octo- 
ber I called a special meeting of all the officers of the various 
organizations and the elders, deacons and trustees. At this meeting 
we heard from practically every one of those persons, and from the 
ideas and plans shared that evening we are beginning to formulate 
a basic plan for the whole church program. Briefly such a program 
will consist of reaching every member of the church through one or 
more of the varicus organizations and seeking to restore them to 
the church in a more active relationship. 

There are many problems confronting our church and our community. 

We suffer frome lack of (reine) ete este 
of activity. Mora y is very low even among our "best people." 
“There is a genera axity regard to € very basic fundamentals 
of Christian living. Many of our problems involve teen-agers, 
Liquor, unemployment, and gross parental neglect. I believe this 
is a most critical time for us. We are attempting to cope with all 
of the problems of civiliaation without having any of the resources 
to meet those problems. But mostly we lack adequate leadership. 

Perhaps the one hopeful ssot that has developed during our 
brief time here is the era of good feeling that is coming about be- 
tween the two churches. We are still taking "baby steps" and very 
cautiously, but I believe we are making real progress. I have a 
very fine relationship with the pastor of the Duncan Church, and we 
are actually beginning to work out some of our common problems to- 
gether. We hope to be able to influence some of the leaders in both 
churches along this same line. 

Some of our Presbyterian families have gone on re-location. Others 
will go. They must. There is no future for them here. And yet we 
know that this too will add to our great need for new leadership. A 
few people are aware of our great problems and of the source of our 
help. But to be able to work out a plan whereby such great needs 
ean be met will take much time ! i 


} 


a 
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hele Miss Koomer: palit 27 1/0 ear Clee 


Thank you for your reminder that the Annual Report 
is overdue. It is enclosed. A previous letter from 
Dr. Jackman had indicated that the BNM has no longer 
a f#flull relationship with the United Protestant Church 
since the church carries the full salary load. This, 
plus the fact that I did not receive notice (that I recall) 
of the due report made me question its necessity this year. 
However, I am glad to send it in and regret that 


circumstances made it late. 


tS NOV 4 


1959 ANNUAL REPORT*UNITED PROTESTANT CHURCH, Palmer 
SCENE NTA AT aM PST NMED MELEIS ives. 


The most important question that.faced Alaska’ and each of its churches as 
1959 approached was what statehood would do to the territory and its institutions. 
Many predictions had been made as to the effects in temms of population, increased 
industry, changes in communities, and problems of financing. In terms of the 
churches it was felt..that. they would be affected in’a two-fold way: by the 
possibility of, increased membership through an enlarging population, and through 
providing ‘leadership where spiritual, ethical and social values were concerned. 


In terms of increased population in the state, it was soon realized that the 
change to statehood would bring an influx.of residents to neither the state nor 
to Palmer. There was growth in 1959 but it was little different than that of 
other years: slow but steady. In Palmer the school system added several more 
classrooms of children as it has been doing the past several years, and the 
church kept pace by adding several new families to its rolls. A number of the 
new families coming to Alaska are carving new homes out of the wilderness and 
often take little active part in the church's activities or fiaances, although 
many of then are grateful for the interést shown by the church and a visit by the 
minister. The Matanuska Valley continues to develop with the adding of new 
homesteads and the clegring of more land. Since the area surrounding Palmer 
was largely settled by the original government colony, most of the new land 


develo taking place in the region beyond Wasilla leading toward 


Willow: on the railroad. 


1 The United Protestant Church, then, continues to serve a town of about 


1200 composed of mostly government workers, laboring families, school teachers 
Wand, other ‘professional peohla, and a surrornding agPicaltaralares Chit waakbes 
/- out to the Eklutna pfowerproject in one direction, 15 miles away and to families 
j four to ten miles away in other directions. 


In terms of significant events in the life of the church, chronogogically, 
the year began with interest in the Annual Vongregational Meeting to see if 
there would be further expression of irtterest in the acceptance of full Presby- 
terian governmente The prevailing attitude seemed tote that since the previous 
year's meeting had uncovered some strong opposititn by a sizeable number of 
families, the matter should be left along for a while. There was action taken 
to appoint a committee to further investigatethe exis/ting church cona&titution 
toeliminate any incomplete or contradictory sections. This committee hes 
since discovered that there are no corporation by-laws and that corporation 
article changes have not been filed in Juneau. 


The church was able to become better acquainted with Sheldon Jackson Junior 
College through two occasions: the SJ basketball team played in Palmerin February 
and was entertained by the Westminster Fellowship group, and the SJ Choir visited 
later in the year and was thoroughly enjoyed. The church also had dpportuhity to 
become a cquainted wi th the Alaska Methodist University through the visit of the 
president, Dr. Yonald Ebright. Mr. Ebright attually came as a substitute for 
his wife whows ill the night she was to speak at our annual Mother and Daughter 


Banquete 


1959 


d- 


A rather unusual event took place in May when the Mariners group, composed of 
young married couples, sponsored a community-wide "Old Country Auction" to raise 
funds for new nursery equipment. What started out to be a small, innocent effort 
to dispOse of items collected by the church but not, longer usable by the Trustees 
turned out to be a huge venture necéssitating the use of the fairgrounds in 
Palmer, the display and auction of items ranging from tools to cows to trailers, 
and a profit of about $500 to the hard-working groupe 


The church continued a strong emphasis on its youth program, offering both 
a junior high and a’ senior high fellowship throughout the year. The summer was 
highlighted by good representation at summer church camp, attendance by one of 
the senia high members at Youth Synod in Washington, and the visit and sopover 
in Palmer by a youth caravan from Presbyterian churches in Florida. We were 
able to provide hospitality and overnight: lodging for several days to a rather 
travel-worn group who revealed the Florida-Alaska contrast by wearing hooded 
sweatshirts in reflection of Alaska's cool summer and shorts in reflection of 
their own state's weather. 


The Palmer minister and his wife also continued their roles as advisers to 
Yukon Youth Presbytery. For the first time a Youth Council was formed of 
elected officers and officers of each local youth group. This Council met 
quarterly in Anchorage to plan rallies and attend to other business of the 
Youth Presbytery. It was Youth Presbytery's privilege also to have one of 
their delegates to Synod, Sandy Burch of Anchorage, appointed to attend the 
important National Assembly meeting in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


The year to the United Protestant Church was not as favorable financially 
as had been hoped for. Although the lenghhy carpenter's strike, which affected 
all Alaska, did not enter into the church's picture very much, the reduction 
of the coal contract at the Jonesville mine did affect the nity picture 
considerably. Many men were laid off, some of them from church families, who 
had worked in the mine for years and built their homes and future around their 
jobs. Some families eventually left the commnity and others, after periods 
of unemployment, found other jobs. 


The church participated again in the Church Officer Training sessions 
with over twenty church officers, husbands and wives joining, sharing in 
this training. the Sunday School, with a change in the superintendency 
came also a change in the curriculum from Gospel Light Press to David C. 
Cooke Since the Faith and Life Curriculum had been tried some years before 
and found difficult to teach, there was little enthusiasm for considering this 


again. Meanwhile, the Session is attempting to initiate a Christian Education 
Committee which will be able to give more time to a’ direct study of such 
problems. 


In summary, it might be said that 1959 in Palmer was typica] of the 
years of gowth in this church and commnity. The growth is steady but slow; 
the church gradually moves ahead in the exploration of its problems and 
organization; and it continues its efforts to fulfill a three-fold purpose: 
that of uniting men with God through “hrist, that of nurturing its own, and 
that of being a redemptive force amidst the evils of society. 

Bertram He Rutan 
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"Looking Back" 


Worship Services: The Worship Services of our church continued to be 


attended by about the same number of people throughout the year. The 


Special services and Holy Communion were very well attended. Recently 

we have had an increase in attendance from some new couples. Several 
public school teachers are now attending services, and some people are 
transferring their membership to this church. The choir of 12-15 members 
practiced faithfully and helped to lead the congregation in worship. 

New Hymnbooks were purchased and are a help in singing and responsive 
readings. 


Stinday Church School: The attendance at Sunday School remained about the 
same through the year which taxed all our facilities and created restless- 
ness and discipline problems with the overcrowding. Conditions were aided 
by combining classes and using the method of team-teaching. Three t imes 
during the year the parents were invited to a meeting with the teachers 
and parents' books were provided for the new quarter. The Adult class 
remains small, but the attendance is not regular. If the same pedple 

came every Sunday there would be a good size class and they would profit, 
too. 


Youth Work: Two or three times the ministerial association was able to 
hold a meeting of all teen-agers. Twice the meetings were the question- 
and-answer type at which the youth showed deep thought but a lack of 
desire to make an effort for a united youth group in Petersburg. The 
general attitude of the young people in the local High School is very 
disturbing. Other agencies and graups in town have tried to help form 
activities for them with no success. We can work with the Juniors and 
Jr. Highs in elubs, but the older ones are very hard to work with. 


Women: The women of the church are now quite well organized and follow- 
ing the complete Study program of the U.P.W. Several of the women are 
taking part in the women's work who are not too regular in other church 
work. We are thankful they are at least in the women's work and may be 
they will be more active in other phases of church life when their 
families permit and they grow more in the Faith. Whe women have con- 
tinued to increase their pladges and help with special funds in the 
local church at the same time. 


Mariners: This couples' Club has been mainly social but has been the 
place to introduce new people and break down the fear of attending chuztch 
functions. A lot more can be done to help people through the Mariners! 
Club by group counseling on marriage, personality, and child rearing 
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problems. These things the church can do to strengthen the total 
social, moral, and spiritual outlook of people and in this way gradu- 
ally draw them into the church. 


Church Officers: We have had some very helpful discussions in the 
Church Officer Training sessions. The officers entered into the dis- 
cussions very well and seemed to get a lot out of it. This was ail 
new to them, and they may have difficulty in putting it into practice. 


Financial: The people have made progress toward their self-support 

in Spite of the poor economy of this area. The increase in giving has 
come mainly from the salaried people who are now in the church. For 
the first time the people have secured a janitor to clean the church, 
once a month. This has saved a lot of my time, but I hope that it 

wi se increased to a full-seaze weekly scale. The church has given 
to the Rainbow Glacier Camp and to camp scholarships for our young 
people. The Building Fund is growing slowly as we have stressed that 
this is above and beyond our program obligations. 


General Progress: The people are taking on more of the responsibility 
for the church, but this is difficult for them to do without a church 
background. More people trust us now and call on us for help with 
their personal problems. This confidence is shown when I'm called 

snd -akked to conduct weddings and funerals for non-church people and 
fornmarriage counseling. 


"Looking Forward" 


Area Economy: Logging has taken on a definite increase in this area 
to the extent that housing in Petersburg is very hard to get. The 
families are living 1 facilities, and the men are 


lonfyin the camps. Several trollers want to winter her ni j 
rental housing they need. Most of these new people are not Norwegian 


people and have a varied church background. They will be more likely to 
attend this church than the others in town although some of them are 
only drifters and hard to reach. Fishing continues to decrease but with 
hopes that it will come back under State management. People who have 

money invested in a boat or gear can't afford to keep it or get rid of 
it, so they continue to hope for the best without making more than a 
living. 

The city is building a $300,000 Municipal building +4 the foot of 
our street which will house the library, health center, fire hall, and 
city equipment. This building will be a nice addition to this end of 
town. | 

The proposed roat up the Stiki o Canada is now being, 
surveyed and is supposed to be built over the next 5 years his road 
W1 connect our island to the Canadian Road System and should open 
virgin farm, tourist, and mining areas. 

All of these things indicate a gradual growth of Petersburg and 
we must be ready to meet the increase in population. 
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Building Addition: The people are now looking forward to building the 
addition to our church. They are working on the plans and pledging va 
their time to do the work on a voluntary basis. These facilities will — 


give us room for social gatherings, Sunday School rooms and youth 
attivities. 


Responsibility for Program: The people must begin to take on more of 
the program responsibility for the church. This will not be easy for. 
them as they have little church background. It takes a long time when 


explanations and demonstrations take longer than for us to do the work 


ourselves, but for their own good they have to depend on Jesus Christ He. 
instead of a local minister. | 


Moral and Spiritual Growth: The forces of evil are so strong that when 


a person accepts Christ it is a terrific struggle to hold their ground. 

The Jehovah's Witness and Bahai groups come in and find ready followers 

for their false doctrines. The people are easily swayed because they 

do not know God's Word. We must have a strong program of Bible trainin 
to undergird these peopl the Truth. With God's help we are going , 
Pe Mewich cur ant oremOeAre coed BAG Prayer training to have a, 

foyndation for, ourwParth. oa = ot rn 


Oundation for our Faith. 
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Respectfully submitted, 


Rondld B. Snelling 
Missionary Pastor 
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ANNUAL NARRATIVE REPORT 1959 


The communities of Suntrana, Usibelli, and Cripple Creek depend, of course upon coal. 
Early in the year a strike closed the Suntran mine and brought some economic mkxifu 
hardship and personal strife to the community. A church member was the uwkaxxe center 

of the controversy and so as pastor I was rather close to the situation. I can not 
report that they all lived happily ever after for such is not the case so far. But the 
strike was finally settled, or at least the men went back to work. Not long after 

that the coal contracts were awarded and Suntrana and Usi belli who shared the largest 
contracts during the previous year did not get them. Instead they were awarded to two 
other mines, Oripple Creek and Lignite. Suntrana shut down immediately and many of 

the men left. Usibelli slowed down more gradually and are now operating with a skeleton 
crewe Suntrana has picked up some and hired some men back. But about 10 families left 
Buntrana for the states. Two of these families were church members and some others friends 
of the church. Unfortunately the increase in population at Chripple Creek did not mean 

an increase in attendance and support of the church. Although one woman there is anxious 
to get a church school going. All in all the year has seen considerable loss in revenue, 
Some personal hard feelings, and decline in church population. 


The continuing group has been loyal and faithful in church attendance and teaching in 
‘the church school. 


Summit has seen considerable turnover in personell. There are seven families there and 
at present four show interest in the church. Nothing very exciting has happened there. 
One infant received baptism during the year. 


McKinley Fark ie the scene of much activity during the suemer. At that time religious 
services are conducted by a seminary student who wokrs at the hotel, under the auspices 

of the National Council of churches. This years student, James Crawford, Union Teological 
Seminary, was splendid. During the surmer I made only occasional visits to the park. 

The superintendent of the Fark, Mr Duane Jacobs, has moved to another job. He will be 
missed. He was always most hospitable and cooperative and was a good personal friend. 

His wife was a member of the church. He was most helpful to me and let myggratitude 

be here recorded. Once more I am on a semi-monthly wk schedule in visiting the Park. 


The Railroad section crews have been about the same over the year. There are three of 
them norht of Healy which I have visited in the past and hope to visit more often in the 
future. 


What used to be Daniels Timber Camp, where Dick and Mary Daniele cut timber for the coal 
mines, is now @ thriving trailer court housing people who are working eat Clear. There 
are about 15 trilers there now. These house parents and about 10 pre school youngsters. 
Two of the women are meeting with them in regular church school classes. 


The Clear site itself is still off limits to me, but I feel confident that ina few 
more visits I will be better received. 


A significant event in the Reailbelt church was the moverent of the pastoes femily from 
Fairbanks to Healy. The mense is now a house trailer situated on a lot leased from the 
Railroad in Healy. The situation ie much better from almost every standpoint. The church 
community in Healy is now composed of about six people, plus the pastors family. It is 
hoped that with this community and fect that the pastor is sitting where they are we can 
do some good for Healy. 


A good part ‘of the Pastors time during September and October have been spent on the house 
and moving to Healy. Snd much of the spare time during the wibher will be spent in the 
same way. This work intereupted my schedule somewhat, but now it is back to normal. 

Every weekend to the mines and Healy. One midweek south to McK nley and Summit and the 
next dorth the the section houses, Timber camp and Clear. ) bss Pt 
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We had a two very good Vacation Church Schoole at Suntrana and Healy under ‘the direction 
of Miss Shirley Angle of Siuox Falls South Dakota. Her help was greatly appreciated. 


I was privileged to attend the Moderators Conference in Sacramento, speek at the 
Religious Emphasis Week of Sheldon Jackson Junior Yollege, and participate in the 


youth camping progrem of Yukon Presbytery during the year. I was faithful to Presbytery 
and very poor in remitting doh et da 


I closer last years report with words I can hardly inprove on. "Thies then is the job-- 
to present the gospel xkmkxgikx with sincerity and simplicity that they might see and 
believe. To this the pastor is dedicated. Lord help him. 


He would like to publicly exprese his gratitude to his family who know the story of 
thie work that can never be written, and who are indeed a great part of that stpry; 
to the good fellowship enjoyed by the ministers of presbytery; the the friendship 

and encouracement of Dr Jackman and all the workers in the offices 156, and 475; and 
to the unknown members of Christ's Church whose concern gives strength to this worker. 
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Joseph E Heckel 
Minister, Railbelt Church 


eo nc Ctece-— Sep 29 1959 
GOS FERS EE eh : ; 4 


OCT 5 1959 


GAS Ctabel A rtthen 


1959 Qenitek tet tee . + 
WOODLAND PARK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SPENARD, ALASKA , 


The ac tivities of active growth is still a most evident in Spenard. 
The million dollar shopping center is fast becoming a reality. The 
bank building is completed and the other buildings are rapidly tak- 
ing shape. The carpenters strike was a Serious blow to all con- 
construction in the area dnd everything was set back way behind 
schedule. Many families will find an added hardship this winter 
due to shortage of imcome. We have been most fortunate in weather 
this fall and there is.a mad scramble to get as much done before 
winter really sets in. An entire new suburb has sprung up of about 
fifty beautiful homes. Other such divisions are being laid out. 
Business bmildings have had their faces lifted and completely new 
structures have been added. All of this is ‘within the area which 
our church is serving. As the only Presbyterian Church in this area 
this new development is a tremendous challenge. 


In order to meet this challenge of new growth this church has en- 
tered into a new building program. We just do not have the space 
needed here to carry on with the present enrollment. We are growing 


as it is now and in order to reach out to more people we will need 
more room. 


A building committee has been formed and they are working on the 
proposed plans. We do not have enough room on the present loc- 
ation. to construct the buildings we should have here. A move> 
will be necessary. Negotiations are under way for a piece of prop- 
erty. However the available land in this community is almost nil. 
In order to stay within this area we have a choice between only 
two places. The first choice is really ideal but there are many 
complications. The second is not the most desirable but there is 
mothing else. We are planning to move the present sanctuary and 
use it with modification as a start for the new plant. Much time 
is being spent on planning an adequate Christian Education building { 
We are trying to plan now so as to be able to serve effectively in 
the future. | ed 


Our church school continues to be a challenge, -Our. lack of space 

is a handicap. The response of the people has greatly lightened.’ 
our burden of not enough teachers. We seem»much better organized 
this year and are most fortunate in having a dedicated and Capable 
man as superintendent. We will have a music ‘coordinator who will 

be in charge of the music program for the entire church echool. A 
chairman for visual aids is now working on a filing System so that 
we may know what we have = where it is - and what else is available, 
Department heads have been secured for each department and the staff 
of teachers increases. Regularly monthly meetings are held plus the 
meetings of the Christian Education committee. We are trying to 
give adequate instruction to new teachers and are encouraging them 
to attend all possible leadership training schools. We were well 
represented at the school this summer at Haines. All who went felt 
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it. was a most profitable experience. The Church School is n 
meeting for io 11:00, The Jr. Hi.and 
r.Hi. meet only at 9:30. We have three adult classes 9:30 and 
11:00 and an evening Bible study at 6:00 pm. The Jr. Hi. and 
Sr.Hi. youth groups meet at 6:00 pm each Sunday evening. Sunday 
night September 27 was the installation of the new officers. This 
was a beautiful and inspiring. candlelight service which was at- 
tended by man y of the parents. A recpption for the new officers 
followed. The groups are well organized and are making plans for 
some really vital programs and projects. We are most indebted to 
one of our: families for the repairing,making and painting of 
equipment in the Primary Department. 


Our yearly planning meeting was held in June this year so that 

we might be all ready to start on the first of September. This 
was well attended with all but one department of the church being 
represented. We followed the same schedule as last year starting 
with a devotional service. This was followed by a message and 
general appraisal of.the entire church program as to goals set 
and accomplished, A,ter lunch the new program calendar for the 
year was made, . 


This year we are making a special’ effort to see if we can't 
raise enough money so as to be able to face the new year with 
all bills paid. We are having a special fund raising for the 
amount of. $3000.00 The response has been most gratifying.We 

feel that with the coming of a building program we would like to 
be clear of all outstanding debts other than mortgages and loans. 


Both the Presbyterian Wgmen and Presbyterian Men have had a 
‘most encouraging year. The men this year sponsored a "Father-Son" 
‘banquet which was very successful. | 


Our Family Nights are some of the high spots of the month. Al- 
though we don't always have as many out as we hope for,the pro- 
€rams have beem excellent. Ou school of missions meets on two 
of these nights. The committee-in-charge have done a fine job 
in their presentation, 


Our Church Officers Training was so well received that this fall 


we started a series of six three hour session instead of only 
three sessions... 


Special emphasis is being placed on the family doing things to+- 
gether. We ar trying gradually to plan our meetin 


whereby damilies m articipate as a unit. Our church family 
rowing and by the endo 
ahembers 


| bers | is § forward to an 
exciting new year as we move forward together in Christ. 


Redpph HH. Weeks 
Kastor 
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FROM Dept. of S. S. Missions DATE 10/15/59. 4 
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Just a reminder that your annual narrative was due ih our office on . “5 
October first! 


The statistical is due on December first! 


Frieda Koerner 
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ANNUAL REPORT FROM JANUARY 1959 TO DECEMBER 30, 1959 
January 1 - 31 / 


Beginning of the New Year always brings with it, new resolutions and determinations 
on the part of many a christain, to serve their Lord more acceptably and to walk 
closer with their Lord. The beginning of everything NEW is soon boosted yet deep- 
er hBtB one's inner self by the spirit of ,penten Season and Eastertide. One can- 
not, but sense the deep joy in one's heart, what he sees among his fellow christains, 
and what he hears in their testimonies regarding their christain experiences in 
their daily communion with their Lord. Again, we as a church here observed 
Universal Week of Prayer perhaps different from other churches in this area, by 
setting aside noon hour each day during the week for a time of Prayer in each home, 
One of the new additions in our church work was begun the beginning of this month, 
that of making out of Prayer Calendar by our Session. Certain items for Prayer 
list for this month were such as, praying for local and abroad school children 

who are attending schools at S.J. and Edgecumbe boarding schools. Logally, some 

of the school children were not doing what they shouldin school and some were 
disobedient, so prayers were offered during the week and a session with children 
who were involved in this matter. Also newly elected mmw officers of the Young 
People Christain Endeavor Society were remembered in prayer. And prayer for good 
hunting was had for third week. For our fourth week we remembered our Government 
teachers locally who are daily burdened with the children of the village five 

days out of every week throughout the year, in teaching. Congregational 
Meeting, which we have annually was also had this month, and offerings set for 

the year were as follows: 50% for Pastor's salary, 20% for stove oil, 30% for 
Benevolence and all to be forwarded to Dept. of Work in Alaska, We had 

new comers to our village this month, The Rev. Don Webster and his wife Thelma, 
Wycliffe Bible Transalator Missionaries who came to help with the translation 

of the New Testament into Inupiat. 


February 1 - 28 


This month finds that God really answer prayers...We can testify to the fact that 
our prayer calendar was made in accordance with His will, for, we find on the 
outward appearance the behaviour of the children“has made marked diffrence from 
their former conduct in school and in the church. Also hunting was noticably 
blessed. Caribou became numerous, fishing improved and sealing also and the men 
of the village got their needs from these provisions our God made possible to 
have. During this month our new members of Wainwright population, Rev. Don 
Webster got his first taste of hunting experience by dogteam in mid-winter and 
the sharpness of cold when trying to use a rifle, when he was given a chance to 
go out caribou hunting with my son. Came home with nothing but used up all their 
amunition. Several weeks after, he again went out by himself on foot and taught 
himself a lesson when he lost and wandered around on the tundra for fourteen 
hours. This caused no small stir in the village which caused several dogteams 
and men in pairs start out in the dark for search, and at the same time village 
borrowed snowmobile from the DEWline site, which outspeeded the dogteams and found 
Don and brought him home. Beginning this month we began our work on the trans- 
lation of the Gospel of John, at the same time revising what I had previously 
translated which had not been completed. I also have asked Rev. Webster to take 
turns with me on the pulpit, but will have to aie “bt for him, beginning this 
month. Again, this month we made out our Prayer Salendar for this month only, 
something we started at the beginning of the New Year. Special prayers were as 
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follows: First week for Roy and Don, Bible transkators, Second week for the 
Session and the people of the church, Third week our Senators and Representatives 
for our new State of Alaska, 


March 1 - 31 


As we draw nearer to Eastertide we feel that we should preach and teach , the 
necessity of deeper fellowship with our Lord individually, and also to seek out 
those who have never before confess their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as theier 
personal Savbour. The Communicant class we began in November was kept up this 
month as also in the past months of the New Year. There were twelve young people 
including a young married couple in this group, formerly of Barrow and Meade Riv- 
er. But we lost this couple and one teenager just a week before their time for 
examination by the Session, and also two young men who were called away to Anch- 
orage, being members of the National Guardsmen, When the time arrived for tak- 
ing these young people for into full membership of the church, there were only 
seven present, and we took them in on "Good Friday Night" service as we were to 
have Communion Service at that time. During the Holy Week we held nightly Prayer 
and Preaching services, Rev. Webster and I taking turns in preaching on the sev- 
en words of Christ on the cross. It was noticeable among us and the people, 
that the Spirit of God was moving among us and in many hearts. There were some 
rededications and those seven new members on profession of faith in the Lord Je- 
sus Christ. The spirit of repentance was evident hn many people and impressive 
when six persons came and knelt behind those kneeling in prayer at the time of 
their being taken into full membership of the Church. Again we had our Sunrise 
Easter Service which took place 5:30 A.M. at the church proper, this year. There 
were 40 present for this early morning service. This was followed by regular 11; 
00 o*clock A.M. service. 


April 1 = 30 


This month found my elder and I starts out to our spring Presbytery Meeting 
which took place in Anchorage area. Elder Peter Tagarook traveled by Wien 

Alaska Airlines while I traveled with Rev. Chambers and his family of two by 
"Arctic Messenger 111" all the way to Anchorage. The lake we landed on when we 
arrived was slushy and mushy with melted snow and water. Two days after we land- 
ed a small plane like that of ours wax damaged its landing gears about where we 
landed before it. On our return trip, I returned with friends by car, to make 
taking off easier for our plane. From Fairbanks, Rev. Chambers and I travelled 
alone and stopped at Anaktuvik Pass overnight and held service at the new Chapel. 
First Chapel which I worshipped in with willows for floor. We had Infant Baptisms 
and about 9 professed Confession of faith and were taken into full membership of 
the Church, At that time there were some white people in the little village, a 
doctor from Tanana hospital and Territorial school representative and a scientist. 
There was some talk that the State might put up a school there, fi the people 
would do their part in hauling timber for the school building. But to date prob- 
ably nothing has been done yet, that we know of. On my return trip, while 
at Barrow, I was given an opportunity to preach at the Church there, and praise 
God, there were six or seven who came forward for rededication or reaffirmation 
of faith. One of these was our former member of Wainwright Church, but for some 
years backslided into sin when he moved to Barrow and confessed that very seldom 
he attended any church services. He has now become t a member of Barrow Church. 
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Much activities of livlihood in the village was caused by the excitement of sight- 
ing whales from the village, through an open lead when the ice broke off within 
Sight of the village. This was something unusual, especially at this time of the 
year, when the open lead use to be ten or more miles off shore. Every time the 
whales break water for air they were seen plainly from the village, and this gave 
many of the women and all the children to see live whales for the first time in 
their lives, although born and reared on the Arctic coast. The sad part of it all 
was, the men did not catch any whales all through the season. Inspite of several 
men and boys gone out whaling we kept up the Church work and the all the services. 
Except for the Young People's choir whic was cancelled for time being due to short- 
age of men's voices. We also made a minor change in our Presbyterial group. Instead 
of weekly services at the church the group was divided into three Circle groupS.e 
This will give them a sprig) visit and hold Prayer meetings in the homes every 
so often and once a month as Association, to meet at the Church. This month Walter 
Nayakik, one of our elders was appointed by our Session as our representative to 
Haines, for Leadership Training school there. He returned safely and gave his re- 
port and what he could share with usas a result of his attendance at the Training 
school. It is indeed helpful to us and to the person who goes to these meetings. 
When the sun is up twenty four hours of the day, latter part of this month, it a 

is temptation for some young and old alike to turn night into day and when Sunday 
comes get missed out on the Morning Services, therefore we have to keep reminding 
the people about Sunday morning Worship Services. 


June 1 - 30 


Having been appointed Clergy represantative at our spring Presbytery Meeting, to 
attend Washington Synod Meeting which was to take place at Whitworth College, I 
left with elder Fred Ipalook of Barrow Presbyterien Church about the middle of 
this month and arrived our destination at the appointed time. Fred and I had to 
get to Whitworth Campus by way of hiring a taxie, since we did not come in cont- 
act with anyone we know who were going to attend our Synod meeting. On our way 
out from Spokane and coming nearer to the Campus, we noticed another car was fol- 
lowing behind, and as we came out of the car, someone behing us from another car 
yelled at us by our names, and to our joy we saw Bill Wartes and Bonnie, and their 
three oldest children. At this Synod meeting I also met my old friends and acquain- 
tances, Rev. and Mrs. Harry Champlin, Rev. Walter Johnson, and Dr, Jackman, and 
made new friends also. Fred and I rode with Wartes and family back to Seattle and 
got chance to see some wonderful sights, of which Grand Colee Dam was not the 
least. When we were invited to Tacoma Indian Fellowship Center by Rev. Johnson 

I had a chance to visit with two of our Wainwright young men, Thmas Ekak and 
Arnold Kayutak. Was. glad to discover that they were still on their feet in the 
christain way of life. Also met Perey Ipalook and spent some time with him. 

In returning home after well over two weeks of absence, was glad to find every- 
thing in connection with the Church work as usual,and in good hands, elders and 
Deacons and Rev. Webster all working together in harmony in keeping the activit- 
jes of the Church in full operation. 
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July 1 - 31 


The highlight of this month is perhaps our two weeks of Daily Vacation Bible School 
which we held for two weeks this month. Our attendance was anywhere from 50 to 59. 
Rev. Don Webster and I divided the group into two Departments. When we came to 
the end of our Vacation Bible School, we gave a closing Program and invited every- 
one in the village. During our second week, two Assembly of God Missionaries arriv- 
ed and put up a tent and were trying to hold daily Meetings, but not too many att- 
ended their services. When our time came for this closing Program of our Vacation 
Bible School they too came to our Service and saw for themselves what we are doing 
for our people. These men spent two weeks holding services nightly for little more 
than a week, I went to one of their meetings and there were 10 or 12 at the meet- 
ing when I was there. The sermon was acceptable and according to Scriptures based 
on Christ as our Shepherd, but along with this, also came remarks about the méracles 
and they even went so far as to show us a small bottle in which they said was used 
for anointing the sick when they prayed for them. On some of their previous meet- 
ings before I went, they were having some people come forward who were needing 
help phgyysically, that they would pray for their healing. But not all of them 
were automatically healed. One personal testimony made by one of those who came 
forward was, as I heard it, that she came forward for prayer so she could be 
healed of gradual blindness that was developing in one of her eyes but no change 
came to her eye. She realized afterwards, as she said, that the Lord seemed to 
say to her that"it was better for her to enter heaven with one eye than to have 
two eyes and be cast into hell". This is not saying that we do not believe in the 
healing power of God, nor are we saying that miracles do not happen sometimes, 
but to pray in such a way as to try to command God to heal, or to force him to 
do miracles through us, is not the best way, but to pray that His will be done, 
just as the lady mentioned above realized afterwards. We do believe in praying 
for the sick, and that God does answer our prayers for the sick, as we have known 
all through our lives in the past. 

The men hunting walrus were blessed by our God, as well as getting caribou, 
My own crew with my son in charge of our launch killed 14 walrus and about 101 
caribou which were divided among the crew of several men. Other crews were also 
wmxye blessed just as much or more. 


August 1 - 31 


This month proved to us that God does answer according to His will. Yor sometime, 
yes, for long while, in some cases over a year, we listed some of our people in 
our prayer list as a Session and at our Evangelistic Committee meetings, people 
whom we believe needed help in their christain way of life. It was our impression 
from what we have been seeing them as christains, that they, needed spiritual 
revival from their inactive way of professing their faith? erely by listed as 
church members on the roll. One of these men was a member $f our Session, elected 
an elder for about two years but very seldom came to our monthly Session meetings. 
He was taken sick all of a sudden, and flown to Barrow hospital, prayer was offer- 
ed on his behalf at our Session meeting again, and when he returned all safe and 
sound we found him a changed man. He confessed his inactiveness as an elder and 
not serving his Lord to the best of his ability, prayed for forgiveness, and be- 
came one of our faithful elders and also made a good Committee chairman of our 
Evangelistic Committee. Two others also in such a state as he was, also on our 
list experienced revival in their christain way of life and gave encouragement 

by way of testimony and actively attending our church services, a changed mark 

in their lives. All in all, it has become noticeable that our youn P Fotip 

is becoming more active in taking part in our Church and Prayer meetifigs, for 
which we praise the Lord for the help of His Holy Spirit. To our joy, many of 
them have given testimony of the new found joy in closer fellowship with the 


Lord. 
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September 1 - 30 


We, as a Community and as a church have reason to be thankful for material and 
Spiritual blessings the good Lord has showered upon us as a village. As it is 
known, most of our men have no employment other than hunting and fishing. The 
Lord has been gracious and has supplied our hunters, hunting in crews, with 
abundance of games, such as caribou, fowles, fish and walrus. Also the freight 
ship “North Star" has delivered our winter supplies and we feel that once again, 
the village as a whole will not suffer from hunger. Some of the men have even 
given some of their walrus share of hide and meat to the Deacons for the needy 
to be used later in the winter. Most of our men returned home this month from 
their summer employment from the DEWline site at Barter Island. 

On the spiritual side of our Community life, all our activities are in 
full operations. The rumors that we hear from some of the folks from Barter 
Island(Assembly's group) about open graves and people missing from different 
homes did not get noticeable attention on the part of our people. Not even some 
tapes from Assembly group that were sent to some relatives here, of their wors- 
hip services didn't d@ound like a worship services, but of weeping and wailing 
and confusion. Those men whom I mentioned in my Sepbember report are among the 
leaders of this group, formerly Presbyterians. Our own people here alsg have 
been receiving recorded tapes of Assembly church services in the SeiaE « ome 
families to their relatives here, perhaps to win them to their group,if fossible. 
So far, as stated before, there is nothing noticeable among our people for trans- 
fers, 

Just before freeze up of the river, all the men with skin boats and skiffs 
and two launches, ours and Native's, went up the river for loads of lumber from 
the old corral, and hauled them to the village for building sidewalk to the chu- 
rch, But we didn't get to build them this Fall. 


October 1 - 31 


Freeze up is here and the men of the village are not going out on hunting trips 
in crews as they have been doing during the summer months. But are all waiting 
for later trips by dogteams as soon as they think it safe to travel by dogteams. 
Some are building sleds, others mending and making new harnesses for their dogs, 
their only transportation between hunting grounds. Some are cutting ice for the 
school and the Native store, and I hired my own boys to cut my ice for the winter 
and summer. We have now completed our new underground cellar just outside the new 
manse, and we are indeed happy about this. As the surface of the ground began 
to freeze, I start laying foundations for the North end of the new manse storm 
shed which was not provided for in the plan although there was a door on this end. 
We stood the draft for two winters without any storm shed, and had to sealmm the 
door for the winter with céletox and snow blocks from the outside in order to 
keep warm. So, this month, after the ground froze I start building the storm 
shed. When I got ready to put up the walls and the roof, my two son in laws 
arrived from Barrow with their wives by plane, and stayed long enough to help 
me finish the storm shed, and what a difference the shed made, and we are glad, 
First Sunday of this month we with all the christains all over the world, 
had Communion Service, this being the World-Wide Communion Sunday. Following 
this, during the second week, our men got together and did a lot of repair work 
4n our church proper. We tore down the old chimney which was just about fall to 
pieces, There wasn't one block in the whole chimney that came out as a whole 
block section. We installed a new chimney and also put up a new heater with tank 
installed on the outside. We also put new lino floor in the church, All this work 
was donated by themen. When the men got ready to put the new mente women did*nt 
think the old floor should be covered with new floor covering eae rst scrubbing 
the old floor, so they heated some water and scrubbed the floor gold) and the men 
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October 1 - 31 (continued) 


then installed the new Linoleum floor. At the manse, we also install a new oil 
range and made a self on the outside walls for 50 gallon drum of fuel tank. So 
just about freeze up we got busy and finished most of the work necessary to be done 
before mid-winter sets in, both in the church and the manse. We almost had a fire in 
the old manse latter part of this month. The old kerosene heater that I was using to 
heat the engine room got aflamed somehow, and as the janitor was going over to the 
church to check the stove heater there, he saw blazing fire through the window at 
the old manse and ran to make sure what it was. When he saw the fire had started he 
Sent sf xk a boy over to tell us, while he himself went to tell others about the fire. 
The men rushed to the place with fire extiguishers, axes and shovels, and had the fire 
under control. The oil hearter was ruined and parts of one gide of the wall partly 
burned. This will have to be repaired next spring. 

Toward the end of this month, I received a letter from Rev. John Chambers 
of Barrow Presbyterian Church inviting me to help there for a week of Spiritual 
Emphasis first week in November, and have Samuel Simmonds come down here in exchange 
for a week of Spiritual Emphasis here at the same time. I agreed to do this and he 
brought Samuel and his wife down here and took me up to Barrow on the 29th of this m 
month. 


November & December 1959 


I began my month of November in Barrow. First day being Sunday, I was asked to 
preach two sermons, one at the Inupiat morning Service and also at the evening 
service. Then once every evening for five days of the week. The results of the Week 
of Spiritual Emphasis makes me very humble the way the Lord graciously blessed the 
Services, When it was all over Rev. Chambers told me there were more people who 

came forward than the year before, some for rededication and ~ was told, some for 
the first time confessing their faith in the “ord Jesus Christ as their personal 
Saviour. I was told there were about 52 if not more who came forward during these Se 
Services, for which we gave thanks and praise to the Lord. During this week I also 
made about 40 home calls and had prayer with each home. It was a busy week and it 
surely went by before I hardly noticed it. We certainly had a enjoyable and a happy 
week and it certainly made me humble to hear so many people say words of appreciat- 
ion in person to me, It was good Rear the choir sang anthems and different individ- 
uals offering their services by Singing solos, duets, trios and men's quartet, as 
well as Congregational singing. After a week of Services, I was sent to Barter 
Island via DEWlines air services. I also spent four days there from the 9th to 12th, 
We also held nightly Prayer Services there. When I first got there the first day, I 
noticed right away that party division had already developed among the small village 
of Barter Island. I didn't needed anyone to tell me who the Presbyterians were and 
who had drifted to Assembly of God Church group. All the loyal Presbyterians wel- 
comed me, but not one Assembly group showed up, although all the houses were grouped 
so close together. Only one or two from the Assembly family group came to our 
Services. On the third day when I began to think that I might start back before 
seeing any of the Assembly group, I began calling in their homes and that was the 
only time I got to see them, This division was too far gone and I doubt if I did 
any good in making the trip. Anyway I had a chance to encourage our own group and 
tried my best to stabl&ize them in their faith, They were the ones who appreciated 
my stay there with them. I was gone little over half of the month from my Post, 
This is the reason why I did not get this report sooner. I suggested to our group 
to extend an invitation to the Assembly group on Thanksgiving day and spend the day 
together, this at Barter Island, These two last months of the year are about 
our busiest months. This week is Thanksgiving Day and we have begun our Canvaasing, 
In December we will have our Congregational Meeting and nominate new members of Sess- 
Session and Deacons for replacements of retiring Blders and Deacons. We also plan 
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November - December 1959 (continued) 


as usual, to have our yearly"Christmas Pageant" which also takes a lot of our time, 
but which we all enjoy, and associate more with our Young People's group and work- 
ing with them. Before we hardly know it we will have arrived to the New Year 1960. 
First day fo December, the trapping season will open and this means several of our m 
men in the village will leave and spent weeks at a time away from the village on 
their trapping grounds. There seems to be some enthusiasm among them men, befense 

of the price on fur which has gone up much higher than it has been for several 


years. This will also mean, if the trapping is successful, A°saf offerings 
in the church, 3 


Respectfully submitted by 
yy, (es VW Va 


Rev. Roy Ahmaogak 
Presbyterian Mission 
Wainwright, Alaska 


Sep 28 1988 
bred Phare 
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Joan end I have been in Wasilla now for just about a year. We 
feel that we are now pretty well established and we certainly do enjoy 


living and the ministry in this. community. We feel 2 relaxed freedom 


here which comes from peonle accepting us for what we are. We do not 
bce rrmmemic amie: PF CURT areata ema et ne NR SR ae tS SR ia OE oe AG | 
feel that we as persons are out on display all the time with an 
eudience on hand to search out flaws or inconsistencies in our per- 
sonealty and character. This latter was our experience in Yakutet and 
& cause for continual tension. 

Progress on the mense during the past year can well be seen, 
The work team, though they were here only one week, certainly did a 


large piece of work. Volenteer labor from the congregation has not 


been 2 whole lot end the reason is the same as before-—the 


all themselves very busy building their homes endfarms end are them- 
selves heaving: to live in on'y partially completed homes. They are 


very concerned, however, end are vy no means obliviousto the fact 
that mach needs to be done yet. Another year should see most of ‘the 
work on the first floor pretty well completed. 

Our Wasille commnity has grown considerably during the past year. 
The influx of newcomers have mostly been homesteaders who have moved 
into the surrounding edges of the commnity. All available land, how- 
ever, has now been teken up so we will probably not see any new in- 
crease of vopulation on the farms. This present population will prob- 
sblyfremein rather static for the next couple years. 

While the community has shown a marked growth in the past year 
our church memberrhip and attendence has remained pretty much un- 
chenged. Naturally one asks, Why? I feel there are three chief 


reasons for this. One is a lack of evangelistic concern and co 0 


z 
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confidence unon the part of the present membership.The second is 
that I as pastor have been too busy with responsibilities of the 
Railroad end Highway work and manse building to do the calling I 
should be doing in this community. The third reason is that many of 
the people who have been moving in are a type who, so to speak, are 
seeking something for nothing. Jesus Christ and His church calls 
men to give of themselves and this is not a popular appeal to these. 

The work along the railroad is growing. The community and 
reflroad installation at Curry is being closed down but this loss is 
being more than offset Py. PEG. get ts fe sDOmee ver Aree ee ene ae 
lower, end of the line. The type of ministry required to reach these 
at this stage of the area's development is a most time consuming one. 
Most of it consists of pastoral calling.  PeoplejLive far apart and 
much trevel has to be done on foot. Where there are roads linking 
them to the main highways they are usually so poor they are passable 
only little over half of the year and even then must be traveled 
very slowly. 


I strongly feel the need #6r the halp of enother person in this 


ee 


for the next few Wasilla should have a full 


overall minictr 
time ministry for a year or more so this work could be built up. 
There is cuite a large field to draw from. The railroad ministry on 
1 & 
next couple years. I would thus like to urge that as a minimum step 
= ER Rta ae rN A LE) mes LAE Mya? Pee Ae a 
toward this end a seminary student be employed next summor to share 


in this ministry. After the summer we could reevaluate the field and 


meke some decision for the future. 


“upmitted by 


CLs E hoot 1S 
Claude &. Klaver, . « 
Missionary Pastor 


os 
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FARST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 9 
Alaska’s Oldest Protestant Charch ‘ 


/ 1S Nee NARRATIVE - 


There has been little economic change in Wrangell during the 


October 1959 


year, and the work of the church is on about the same level as last 
year. In June we lost quite a number of members -- moving away, 


the summer, the Bible Baptists (independents) have come 


in to start work. To date we have lost two families to them----both 
of previous Baptist background. It is really too bad to have several 
small groups in town, instead of a strong united church. 


The Schwabs spent the months of June, July and August on 
furlough, and Don and Lois Howland did a good job thru the summer 
in conducting the work. They had a good Bible school with an 
enrolment of about 50 children. This is the first year that we have 
provided all our own leadership, as other years we had college 
students from the Vacation Bible School teams. Although the enrol- 
ment is down, it was felt that they should not seek new children 
after the first 3 days of the school----merely drawing the children 
from the other church groups in town into our limited space. It 
was good for our local people to help as they did in leadership. 

Church work has picked up again this fall, in spite of our 
losses earlier in the year, with several new families in attendance 
regularly, though they have not yet united with the church. We have 
more of our high school young people active in the SS and in Choir. 

Pacific Northern Timber Co. has finally started the actual 
construction of their sawmill and planing mill at Shoemaker Bay, 7 miles 


south of Wrangell. A number of their key personnel have moved to 

ee 

Pe 

Wrangell, and they hope to be in operation early in 1960. So far 
ares (RRS RT Ste ee eC Se EEE 


three of their families have been attending our services regularly. 
Quite a number of the others are Roman Catholis. 

The Japanese company has reenewed its lease of the Wrangell 
mill, and are continuing to ship out large amounts of lumber to 
Japan, with at least to shiploads bound for the Orient this year. 
They have settled their difficulties with the forest service, and 


are putting ina planing mill; also shipping whole cedar logs. 


The fishing economy is at its lowest ebb. Our cannery closed, 


shipped its equipment and sold its buildings. The shrimp industry 
is not large, and spasmotic, depend&ng upon the market. The 
1S Lae 


machinespicked shrimp pds little demand so far, and is competing 


with a similar product from the southern states. Accerdingly, 
many of our native people are out of work, or are moving elsewhere. 
Looking at the over-all picture just now, our church work is 


down just a little, and probably will be until after the hunting 
season; but we can expect it to come up again when people become 


more settled during the winter months. 
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